
May 2026 Newsletter   
Worship Service Start @ 10:45 am           

Kids for Christ & Youth for Christ @ 9:30 am                                                                         

Pastor Steve Scharnell                                                                                           

Contact Information-                                                                                  

Church Phone–  262-644-7901                                                                       

Email– pastorstevefaithucc@gmail.com                                         

Office Hours– Tuesdays 3:00pm-5:00pm                                          

Thursdays 10:00am-2:00pm                                                                                 

Other Days  & Times by Appointment                                          

  “Rev’s” Review!  

 With this past winter and now as we enter spring, we are reminded just how powerful nature can be. We endured a long 

winter filled with snow, ice, a couple of blizzards, and a stretch of bitter, almost record-breaking cold. Then came spring—not                    

gently, but with destructive storms complete with tornados that shook our communities and tested our sense of security and                     

resilience. As we say, “Welcome to Wisconsin.”                                                                                                                                                                        

 Moments like these make us feel small. They remind us that we are not in control. But as people of faith, we also                                    

remember something more: this powerful creation is not random. It is God’s. Scripture tells us that God created the world and 

called it good (Genesis 1:31). And in the Gospels, we see that even the forces of nature are not beyond Christ’s authority. When the 

winds raged and the waves crashed, Jesus spoke, “Peace! Be still!” and the storm was calmed (Mark 4:39). The same is true for us.                     

 We may not be able to control the storms around us, but we can trust the One who stands with us during them. That trust 

is not a faint hope, it’s an active trust in God’s presence—remembering that we are not alone in the storm. The One who created 

the world also holds it—and us—in loving care, even when life feels uncertain or overwhelming. In those moments, faith becomes 

the steady foundation that keeps us grounded when everything else feels like it is shifting.                                                                                          

 As we move into calmer, warmer days, may we carry both awe at creation’s power and trust in Christ’s presence. May the 

memory of what we have endured deepen our compassion for one another and strengthen our dependence on God. We cannot 

control the storms, but we can trust the One who calms them—and who remains with us long after the skies have cleared.                        

God’s peace,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Pastor Steve                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Special Dates                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Update Meeting May 17 

Last Day of KFC & YFC May 17  

May 31 Mission Lunch after Worship 

June Newsletter Sent Out June 15 

VBS July 13-16  

Special Notes                                                                                                                
Please if there is any information that you would like to be in the next newsletter contact Christa Wendorf @                                         

tcwendorf@yahoo.com  No Later then June 12!!!                                                                                                     

Bible Study happening every 2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 6:00pm @ New Hope UCC, led by Paster Steve all are welcome!                                                                                                                                       

The Joint Book Club will be on May 28, 7:00pm @ New Hope UCC look for the flyer in the  narthex!                                                                       

Reading “We Are Not Like Them”,  By Christine Pride                                                                                                           

All are welcome to join, have a snack & hear about the next book, meetings last about 1 hour.                                                                                                                                                                

Thank You for your contributions to Faith UCC Church                                                                         
Interested in setting up online payment? It’s easy go to, https://tithe.ly/give?c=6471448                                                                                            

A window will appear to set up your giving and your account information.  You will get 3 emails when you set yourself up for the first 

time.  A welcome to Tith.ly email.  An account set up email to confirm your email your email address.  And finally a thankyou for 

your donation email.  Inside the widget at the above you can even set yourself up for recurring donations.  Also please consider                                      

covering the fees with your donation.  This will help the church use your giving more efficiently.                                                                                             

(if you need assistance, let Paul Gordon know.   Once your account is established it’s easy!) if you so choose to send a check please,                                                                            

Mail your check to Faith UCC Church P.O Box 396, Slinger, WI 53086 



Kids for Christ & Youth for Christ Notes                                                                                                                                           

“As the Sun came up on Easter Morning, the Miracle was only Beginning”                                                                                                                            

Last Day of KFC & YFC will be May 17                                                                                                                                                                                          

This Sunday ALL the Kids will be together recapping what they have learned in KFC and YFC this year with crafts, games and loads 

of other fun activities.  We as teachers are so very proud of what the Kids have learned this year and the interest of learning the 

bible and all the different stories Jesus Christ taught. Thank you to for everyone who helped make this program run smoothly and 

we can not wait until next Sunday School Year.                                                                                                                                                                 

“Pastor Q&A” 

I’d like to introduce a new feature to our newsletter. I have been supplied with 103 questions. Every month I will choose two                        

questions and give you my answers in order for you to get to know me a little better. This could help or hurt me depending on what 

preconceived notions you have of me.                                                                                                                                                                                        

I’ve come up with two names. Which one do you like better? Or do you have a different idea for a title?                                                            

“Ask the Pastor (I’ll Try Not to Overthink It)”                                                                                                                                                                        

“The Pulpit, Unfiltered (Within Reason)”                                                                                                                                                                                  

78. What book changed your life?                                                                                                                                                                                                    

First, let me tell you that I’m an avid reader. At any given time, I’m reading several books. I primarily read non-fiction because I feel 

like I’m wasting time when I read fiction. I’m not saying I’m right, that’s just how I think.                                                                                                

I know you are expecting me to say the Bible, and indeed that is the answer. However, that is very predictable, so I’ll give you a 

couple of others. One book that changed my life is “God and the Gay Christian” written by Matthew Vines. It is a Biblical case study 

in support of same sex relationships. In his book, Matthew gives Biblical evidence that love is love. Do yourself a favor and read this 

book for multiple ah ha moments.                                                                                                                                                                                              

The second book that changed my life is “The Barbarian Way” by Erwin Raphael McManus.                                                                                            

Erwin Raphael McManus is a pastor, author, and speaker best known for his leadership of Mosaic Church in Los Angeles. In his 

book, “The Barbarian Way”, he argues that Christianity has become overly civilized and safe, losing the radical, adventurous spirit 

that defined the early followers of Jesus. McManus calls believers to reclaim a bold, untamed faith.                                                                             

Both of these books came at a time in my life when I was greatly questioning the teachings of the very conservative denomination I 

was ordained in. These books confirmed what I was feeling, eventually leading to my removal from the LCMS as a “trouble maker”, 

a title I wear very proudly.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

103.  What are you allergic to?                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sesame. I developed this allergy as an adult. Don’t ask me how. Allergies are weird and beyond my understanding                                          

Everyone is invited:  Faith’s Vacation Bible School 

July 13 – 16, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                                             

Get ready for four unforgettable evenings of faith, friendship, laughter and high-energy fun at Faith United Church of Christ’s 2026 

Vacation Bible School, happening Monday through Thursday, July 13–16.                                                                                                                   

Faith UCC warmly invites all children ages 3 and up to participate in this free community event led by Pastor Steve, our dedicated 

youth education team and an incredible group of cheerful volunteers who are passionate about helping children grow in God ’s 

love. Each evening begins with a free supper served at 4:30 p.m., followed by energetic learning, music, games, crafts, outdoor     

activities and fellowship from 5:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                                     

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is more than just a summer activity. VBS is an opportunity for children to build friendships, create joyful 

memories and discover the powerful message of God’s creation, love and word in an exciting and welcoming environment.                     

Families are encouraged to mark their calendars now for their children and grandchildren, while also inviting friends, cousins, 

neighbors and others from throughout the community to join the fun.                                                                                                                                            

The week will conclude on Thursday, July 16, with a special community celebration where families, youth, volunteers and members 

of Faith UCC can gather in fellowship and celebration. We will top off the week perfectly with a dinner served in our fellowship hall 

and an ice cream social sure to add the cherry on top.                                                                                                                                                     

There is something deeply meaningful about watching children laugh, learn and grow together in faith. Make plans now to be part 

of this joyful week (July 13 -16) that continues to strengthen families, friendships and our community through the love of Christ. 



Home Bound                                                                 

This is the updated list for all of our members 

that are home bound-                                                                    

Joyce Herther—Cedar Community The Willows 

@ Cedar Lake Assisted  Living 5577 Home Dr Apt 

#1522 West Bend 53095                                                                                                   

Jean Happel-Aspen @ Cedar Lake                                            

5555 Cedar Bay Dr. West Ben WI 53095                                             

Don & Sandy Jackson– 6657 Weis St.                            

Allenton 53022                                                                                           

Marilee Lehman– 1755 N Barker Rd Room #303                     

Brookfield WI 53045                                                             

Darlene Endres-  1202 Ease Sumner St.                            

Hartford WI 53027                                                                                                    

Please if you know of any of our other members 

that are “Stuck at Home” Please contact Pastor 

Steve or Elaine Burg Thank you! 

Cemetery Committee Notes                                                                                                                                              

Sence the end of March, Dennis Kettel has come forward to cover the position 

of Secretary/Treasurer for the Cemetery Committee! Dennis will be working 

with Dan Newburg, Sherry Burg will also be assisting Dennis. God’s Blessing for 

Dennis and Sherry to come forward and help out.  Thank you So Much To Dan 

& Sandy Newburg for ALL you have done for the Cemetery Committee and 

Faith United Church of Christ Our PRAYERS are always with you!                                                                                                                     

Cemetery Committee:                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Jim “JJ”  Markewicz—President                                                                                                                                                                                       

Dennis Kittel—Secretary /Treasurer  

Outreach Committee Notes 

The committee’s goal is to be an active disciple of Christianity and spread the 

word of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to serve the spiritual needs of our             

community by exposing as many people and families in our area as possible.  

The committee consists of Cassie Strupp, Beth Miller, Shelly Mayer, Jenni                   

Gordon, and led by Amy Weiss.  Please reach out to one of them if you’re                             

interested in helping out! WE last met April 19th and will schedule another 

meeting soon.                                                                                                                

Some upcoming events:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

VBS Closing Event     July 16, 2026      @ Faith Church (kids perform, light 

snacks/drinks)                                                                                                                                                                        

Church picnic       Aug 30, 2026      @  Folk Song Farm (scheduled 10:45am 

Worship Service with Pot Luck Lunch)                                                                                                                                                         

Rally Day        Sept 13, 2026     @ Faith Church                                                                                                                                                       

Fall Fest                        Sept 27, 2026     @ Folk Song Farm                                                                                                                                                    

Dinner Event        Oct 17, 2026       @ Faith Church                                                                                                                                                              

Faith United Church of Christ Summer Picnic – August 30                                                                         
Mark your calendars and BYOB (Bring Your Own Buddy!)                                                                                                                                                                                            

It is summer – time for a picnic.                                                                                                              

Faith United Church of Christ warmly invites you, your family and someone new to our Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, August 30, 

at Folk Song Farm, 4811 Pioneer Road in Richfield. Worship will begin at 10:45 a.m. with a potluck lunch to follow.                                                                                                                            

While the traditions our congregation treasures remain at the heart of this gathering, this year brings a meaningful new invitation: 

BYOB — Bring Your Own Buddy. We encourage every member and family to invite someone to worship alongside you as a gift of 

fellowship. Consider bringing a neighbor, friend, relative, coworker or someone who recently moved into our community. A simple 

invitation can open the door to friendship, belonging and faith.                                                                                                                                                                                             

This special day is meant to bring generations together in a relaxed and welcoming setting that is perfect for families of all ages. 

Outside games and activities will be available for children while adults enjoy conversation and fellowship in the comfort of the 

barn. Like Faith UCC, which is preparing to welcome its eighth generation through its doors, this picnic celebrates the importance 

of gathering, building community and sharing the love of Christ with others.                                                                                                                            

Our brothers and sisters from New Hope UCC have been invited to worship with us. The barn is handicap accessible, and extra food 

will be prepared to ensure there is plenty to share with every guest.                                                                                                                             

Please mark your calendars and make plans to join us on Sunday, August 30, for a meaningful day of worship, fellowship and                      

welcoming new friends into our church family. 



Mission Committee Notes                                                                                                 
May 31, 2026 Special Guest: Billy Hurst form the Threshold Birth 

to Three Program will attend our Worship Service and receive 

Faith’s check from our collection tower, and you are all invited 

to a light lunch after worship in Fellowship Hall to meet him.  

Coins are being accepted for Sleep in Heavenly Peace, please 

pick up a information letter and check out their website for  

donation opportunities.  May 24: Pentecost Sunday: The United 

Church of Christ Mission Offering is “Strengthen the Church” 

which supports church growth, youth and young adult                           

ministries and pastoral and lay leadership development.                           

Donation envelopes may be picked up in the Narthex.                                                          

Readers/Communion Usher/Altar Set Up                                                                                                                                                             
May 17—Dennis Kittel          Update Meeting                        

May 24—Cheryl Asmus                                                       Pentecost                                                                    

May 31—Jennifer Gordon         Trinity Sunday/Mission Lunch    

Jun 7—Christa Wendorf  Paul Gordon & Jeff Weiss  Elaine Burg & Sherry Burg                                                                                                  

Jun 14—Nancy Schilling-Genz                                                                                                                                                                                   

Jun 21—Cathy Schmidt                                                                                                                

Jun 28—Karen Reinders                      

Faith United Church of Christ                              
Congregational Meeting Agenda 

Location: Sanctuary 

Date: May 17th, 11:30am immediately following worship service                                                                                       
I. Call to Order                                                                                                                                                                             
II. Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                        
III. Treasurer’s Report   

A. P/L April 26’ 

B. Balance sheet April 26’ 

C. Q&A 

D. Recommended Financial communication changes 

V. Membership Update & Thank you to Volunteers 

VI. Other Updates 

A. Safety Sheet - Need to Print 

B. Pastor Flexible Office Hours and Committee participation 

C. Renaming the Chili Supper Fund to Outreach  

D. Important Church Events: 

 I. Vacation Bible School (7/13-7-16) 

 II. Church Picnic (8/30) 

VII. Planned Giving Policy Rollout                                                                                                                                               

VIII.  General Discussion Topics from Members? 

IX. Adjournment                                                                                                                                                           

2026 Meetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Next Congregational Update Meeting – September 13th 

Consistory Notes                                                      
In an effort to try and improve communication  within 

the church, a consistory member will be a point of                

contact/liaison for the various committees/roles within 

the church.  Attached is a list of the committee/roles  

within the church and the consistory  member liaison.  If 

the church committee/role has any questions, comments 

or concerns they should reach out to their consistory 

member liaison, and the consistory member liaison will 

then bring it to the consistory. The goal is to help stream 

line communication within the church.  If there are any 

other areas of the church that need a consistory liaison 

let a consistory member know.   

Cemetery Committee 

Building Committee 

Scrip 

Kids/Youth for Christ 

Advertising/Outreach  

Mission Committee 

Pastor 

Worship/Altar Committee 

Clerk 

Treasurer/Financial 

Check Writer 

Church Events 

Barb Markiewicz 

Jeff Weiss  

Paul Gordon 

Sam Kuhaupt 

Jeff Weiss 

Barb Markiewicz 

Paul Gordon 

Karen Reinders 

Sam Kuhaupt 

Jeff Weiss 

Paul Gordon 

Karen Reinders 

Script                                                     
Gift Cards Available!  Help us Fundraise!  Do most of your 

shopping with gift cards that you purchase from us or 

buy them as gifts for others!  Proceeds go to the church 

(kickbacks range from 2%-12% of the amount depending 

n the store).  Whenever Paul or Jenni Gordon attend 

church, gift cards will be available for sale for select                         

grocery stores, gas, retailers & restaurants. You can also 

pre-order gift cards, just contact the Gordon’s.                                               

Here is the FULL LIST of what is available:    

  https://www.raiseright.com/c/Shop/Product/

BrandAlphabeticalList 



Faith Ministry Teams 

Consistory 

President-  Paul Gordon  920-207-7958   gordberg1@gmail.com  

Vice President - Jeff Weiss  414-573-1922  jeffrey.carl.weiss@gmail.com  

Secretary-  Sam Kuhaupt  262-224-3181  skuaupt@gmail.com 

   Dwight Mayer  262-224-6838  events@folksongfarm.com 

   Karen Reinders 262-305-1826  karen.reinders1973@gmail.com  

   Barb Markiewicz 414-416-6716  barbar2222@charte r.net 

Worship 

Marilyn Nadelhoffer 262-673-9239 

Karen Reinders  262-305-1826 

Building Maintenance  

JJ Markiewicz  262-644-9446 

Jeff Weiss  414-573-1922 

Kids For Christ 

Jennifer Gordon 262-227-0944 

Beth Miller  262-707-5255  

Christa Wendorf 920-382-5601 

Melanie Sachse  608-577-3828 

Katie Ligman 

Mission 

Bryan Herther  262-323-9017 

Cathy Schmidt  262-677-3766 

Judy Nehm  262-644-7524 

Congregation Care  

Elaine Burg  262-644-5241 

Advertising  

Jennifer Gordon 262-227-0944                         

jenni253@yahoo.com 

Newsletter 

Christa Wendorf 920-382-5601                     

tcwendorf@yahoo.com 

Choir Director 

Rita Melius  262-644-9453 

Cemetery & Lawn Care 

Dan Neuburg  262-644-6349 

JJ Markiewicz  262-644-9446 

Dennis Kittel 

Financial Records 

Nancy Schilling-Genz 262-644-9569 

Jenniffer Gordon 202-227-0944 

Linda Huatula  Book Keeper 

Jeff Weiss  Financial Analyst 

Ashley Kuhaupt  Church Clerk  

Altar Guild 

Marilyn Nadelhoffer 262-673-9239 

Karen Reinders  262-305-1826 

Elaine Burg  262-644-5241 

Sherry Burg  262-644-5241 

Jim Sachse  262-483-1287 

Jennifer Gordon 262-227-0944 

Jodi Nadelhoffer 262-388-1554 

Christa Wendorf 920-382-5601  

Outreach  

Amy Weiss    

 


